Veteran Education John Bowman Honored as Top USD Alumnus by Office of Public Information
University of San Diego
Digital USD
News Releases USD News
1991-12-06
Veteran Education John Bowman Honored as Top
USD Alumnus
Office of Public Information
Follow this and additional works at: http://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases
This Press Release is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in News Releases by
an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation
Office of Public Information, "Veteran Education John Bowman Honored as Top USD Alumnus" (1991). News Releases. 3893.
http://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases/3893
University of San Die0o 
Office of Public Relations News Bureau 
VETERAN EDUCATOR JOHN BOWMAN HONORED AS TOP USO ALUMNUS 
The Bishop Buddy Award, the highest honor given to a 
University of San Diego graduate, was bestowed this year on one 
of San Diego County's best-loved educators, Ramona High School 
teacher John J. Bowman. 
Mr. Bowman, a 1960 USO graduate who has been active in the 
dramatic arts and in the local sports world, received the award 
December 5 at the 1991 Alumni Mass in Founders Chapel on the USO 
campus. 
Mr. Bowman, a native San Diegan, and his wife of 35 years, 
Marian, have three daughters and one son. The Bowmans are long-
time residents of La Mesa. 
Frances Oldak Dolan, the 1990 recipient of the Bishop Buddy 
Award, said in presenting the award to John Bowman, "He has 
exhibited initiative and self-reliance since his young adult 
days. ·He has served as inspiration to countless generations of 
students. He has given selflessly of time and talent to all he 
touches. He is an exemplary husband and father." 
John Bowman's passion for education began, ironically, when he 
dropped out of high school and took a job stacking lumber to 
support himself. After a stint at the. Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Company, he spent two years in the U.S. Air Force. In 1956, with 
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the help of his friend and mentor, USO professor Irving Parker, 
he enrolled as a freshman in the College of Men. 
"I came here 36 years ago with hat in hand in a pair of Levis 
with sap all over my hands from the local lumberyard," Mr. Bowman 
recalled upon receiving the award. "Dean Parker saw something in 
me I don't know what it was -- and he let me in." 
As a USO undergraduate, John Bowman quickly distinguished 
himself as a member of the campus theater troupe and as a varsity 
cheerleader. After graduation, he began his teaching career at 
st. Augustine High School, where he taught English and drama and 
served as a discipline officer. A man of many talents, he also 
was public address announcer for the Padres, the Chargers, the 
Pioneers (now the USO Toreros) and the Aztecs. 
At st. Augustine, he started the "Isaac Walton Fishing Club" 
and directed countless plays. One of his former students, Ben 
Smith (a 1970 USO alumnus), recalls that John Bowman "became more 
like a father to me than anyone ••• He is more than one in a 
million." In the early 1970s, the popular teacher was himself 
conferred an honorary high school diploma at St. Augustine. He 
also earned a master's degree in education from USO in 1973. 
John Bowman began teaching at Ramona High School in 1976. In 
addition to his duties as an English teacher, he has served as a 
vice principal, a counselor, a drama director, an athletics coach 
and a community college instructor. In a tribute to Mr. Bowman 
read aloud at the Alumni Mass, a former Ramona student, Carl 
Schachter, said, "Much of what he teaches goes beyond the text 
books. He taught values like preparedness, perseverance, 
accountability, and proper manners. He even taught me how to fly 
fish. He always goes the extra mile his influence has not 
only added dimension to my life, but years as well." 
In accepting the award, Mr. Bowman thanked several of his 
professors, including the late Robert Walsh of the English 
Department, who, said Bowman, "got me interested in Shakespeare 
when I wanted to be a coach and wear baseball caps and chew 
tobacco." 
Mr. Bowman concluded his remarks by paying tribute to the 
education he received at USO. "I owe this University a debt of 
gratitude that I'll never be able to repay," he said. "You can't 
imagine how overjoyed I am to receive this award." 
The Bishop Charles Francis Buddy Award, named after a co-
founder of USO, has been presented annually since 1976 to an 
alumna or alumnus who has made a significant contribution to his 
or her profession and has served the community and the University. 
For the first time in its 18-year history, The Alumni Mass was 
celebrated simultaneously in San Francisco, Orange County and 
Phoenix as well as in San Diego. The Bishop Buddy Award 
recipient was announced at all four Masses. 
Alumni Relations Director John Trifiletti said the 
unprecedented joint observance "is a powerful statement of this 
University's commitment to its Catholic mission throughout the 
Western region and the nation." 
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